
Winterquist PIE Meeting Minutes September 14th, 2015 

 

Meeting started at 6:30 in the library.  Introduction of new officers: Heidi Adkins as chair, Karen 

Pettyjohn as co-chair and Nadine Miller as treasurer.   

Nadine presented the treasurer’s report for June, July and August. A break-down of the income and 

expenses for the 5k will be made at the October meeting.  Current balance in the account is $20,870.31.  

Of that amount, $7,500.00 is designated for teacher requests, skate-time, ELC and school patrol spring 

trip.  There was some discussion from previous meetings about signing up for a debit or credit card for 

the PIE account. After speaking with the bank, purchasing a card for the amount needed is the best 

available option for our group since the only time we would need a credit card is for online purchases 

(done very infrequently) and calendar orders.   

Next was discussion on the fall fund-raiser that started today and will run through October 5th. The 

apparel sale is continuing with sweatshirts & T-shirts with the new school logo.  New this year added to 

the apparel sale is stocking hats! They will be available the first week in October. We are currently taking 

pre-orders so if you would like one please let Karen know. 

Calendars were available this year and we appreciated by everyone at the open house.  If you would like 

one but do not have one yet they are available in the office.  There are two errors on the calendar!  

There IS school on December 1 & 2 (is marked as off on the calendar) and there IS NOT school on 

January 18th.  This is a day off for students and an in-service day for teachers.  We apologize for the 

errors.  Please spread the word!! 

Heidi mentioned last year with the iPad distribution to all students grade 4-12 that stylists were needed 

for students.   As a group last year we agreed to purchase these but could not due to not having a credit 

card available as payment.  A new parent to the group volunteered to do some research on the cost to 

supply one to each student in grades 4-6 and some for the K-3 classes as they have pods of them in each 

classroom.  She will present her findings to the group at the October meeting.   

Discussion was also held on all the items in the lost and found at the end of the year and what was being 

done with the clothing.  A Girl Scout troop has offered to take these items, wash them and donate them 

to a local children’s shelter in Carlton County.  

Another item that carried over from last year was the Esko Events sign at the corner of Hwy 61 and 

Canosia Rd that has not been working for a few years.  The Community Ed department is still working on 

different avenues to replace the sign and will come to the PIE group when major donator /s are 

available.   

The PIE group does a pot-luck for the teachers on one of the evenings during the November 

conferences.  We will be doing the pot-luck on Tuesday November 10th and are open for discussion of a 

theme for the meal.  One option was a baked potato bar.  Input will be asked from the teachers and we 



will have a sign-up sheet at the October meeting.  If you are interested in making something for the 

teachers please let Heidi, Karen or Nadine know!  You could also email the group at pie@esko.k12.mn.us 

It has also been brought up to some of the new officers that parents would like to do something 

different than sell ‘stuff’.  We are currently looking at any and all ideas.  The only concern is that the fall 

sale is used to fulfill the teacher request fund for the next school year.   If you have an idea that you 

would like considered, please attend the October meeting!  Some ideas brought up were scrip cards, an 

Amazon smile account, a school sock-hop style dance and a carnival at open house.  If you would like to 

be involved please message one of the officers!  Some of these ideas involve many volunteers so we will 

need more help! 

YEARBOOKS - There are only 12 yearbooks left from the 14-15 school-year.  If you would like one please 

let the office know. 

Heidi also let us know that a certificate to do a movies-in-the park type activity has been purchased by 

the school and the PIE group may be able to use this as a possible fundraiser option.  We will discuss this 

further at a future meeting. 

TEACHER REQUESTS:   There were 4 teacher requests this month.  The school nurse requested funds to 

purchase water for her office for students that are not feeling well.  The amount is $17.50 per month for 

3 five-gallon bottles (for 9 months this should total $157.50). The PIE group has paid for this the past 

couple of years. This was voted on and approved.  

Second was for Ms. Uecker for 2 more Hoki stools for her classroom.  She has two from last year and 

they worked so well she purchased two more.  The request was for $221.08 and was voted on and 

approved. 

Third was for a second-grade field trip to the Duluth Playhouse for Aladdin Jr.  This activity meets 

requirements for listening and language.  A parent contribution for some of the tickets helped keep the 

cost low.  The request was in the amount of $581.00 for the remainder of the tickets. This was voted on 

and approved.   

Fourth was a request from Ms. Vessel for the rental of roller skates for the lower elementary gym 

classes.  The request is for $870.00 to cover the cost for 290 kids x$3.00 per rental.  This price may be 

adjusted up or down depending on students with injuries that cannot skate and/or students moving into 

or out-of the school.  The cost to rent the skates is $8.00 per student, the past few years PIE has 

contributed $3.00 toward the cost so the parents will only have to pay $5.00 per student. This was voted 

on and approved.   

There were no other items on the agenda; Mrs. Harden had the most parents in attendance so she will 

receive the gift card!   

The next meeting will be October 12th at 6:30 in the library!  We hope to see you there!! 
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